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Dear Parents, 

One of the most important 

choices that parents have to 

make is in deciding what 

school will provide the 

greatest learning 

opportunities for their 

children. 

This choice is particularly 

important as schools move 

toward national standards, 

and we move further into a 

rapidly changing and ever-expanding global 

economy. 

Since 1994, Michigan residents have had the 

option to look beyond their neighborhood school 

and home school district for educational choices. 

In my opinion, your best choice is right here at 

Yake Elementary School. 

Since our doors opened in 1971, our school 

has provided students with a rigorous curriculum 

that is relevant to their futures in an environment 

that promotes safe, positive relationships. 

And we can do the same for your child. 

Our staff is outstanding, our programs meet or 

exceed every state standard and our approach 

to instruction has stood the test of time. 

I chose Yake Elementary School and the 

Woodhaven-Brownstown School District for my 

three daughters. and they are thriving. 

If your child isn’t currently enrolled in our 

school, please visit us and see for yourself what 

we have to offer. In the meantime, you can visit 

our website at: yake.woodhaven.k12.mi.us 

If you’d like to schedule a personal visit, please 

call me at 734.692.2230. 

I’d be happy to show you why Yake 

Elementary School is such a special place. 

Timothy S. Podlewski 

Timothy Podlewski 

Principal 

WELCOME 



 

About our Staff 
 

Yake Elementary School prides itself on the 
experience and caring nature of our 
instructional staff. Our teachers are all highly 
qualified and bring additional professional 
development experience to our classrooms. 

Principal Tim Podlewski has been our 
principal since 2009. Previously he was assistant 
principal at Patrick Henry Middle School, and he 
also taught 7th and 8th grade science and social 
studies. Tim and his staff make it their purpose 
to ensure that their students are successful — 
at Yake and beyond. 

Our entire staff and many volunteers help 
keep Yake running smoothly, creating a safe and 
pleasant environment for our students. 

 

About our Students 
 

Yake Elementary School students have 
consistently performed well on state and other 
standardized tests. 

Our students also excel in classroom learning 
and the desire to succeed — while maintaining 
good citizenship and developing quality 
interpersonal skills. 

 

Who we are 
 

 Yake Elementary School is a Young Fives/K-5th 
grade educational facility dedicated to developing 
a community of independent and productive life-
long learners. 
 We’re a neighborhood school where our 
parents know our staff, our staff knows our 
students — and we work together to create a 
bright future for every child. 
 

Where we are 
 

 Yake Elementary School is located on Carter 
Road, just east of Allen Road, in the midst of 
neighborhoods that provide our students with a 
safe environment. 
 Many of our students walk from nearby homes 
and the rest receive district transportation 
services or are driven by their parents. 
 

Our Building Programs 
 

 Yake Elementary School offers a number of 
building-wide programs,  events, and activities 
designed to engage, motivate, and reward our 
students for their efforts. These include: 
 Watch D.O.G.S. and Motor Parent Programs 
 Running Programs for Girls & Boys 
 Safety Squad Program 
 Gator Spirit Team 
 Gator Alley school store 
 Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support 

Program 
 5th grade band 
 Kids Against Hunger project 
 Food, clothing drives 
 Bingo for Books 
 Field day, festivals 
 FIRST LEGO & FIRST LEGO Jr. Robotics Teams 
 Healthy Kids Club 

About our Parents 
 

 

Yake Elementary School parents are the 

best, working one-on-one with our teachers 

and through our active PTO. 

In addition, our dads are involved in the 

national Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great 

Students) initiative of the National Center for 

Fathering. 
 

Academic Programs 
 

Yake Elementary School offers all-day 

Young Fives and Kindergarten programs and a 

full day of classroom study aligned with state 

standards — with an emphasis on literacy and 

based on a demanding, comprehensive 

curriculum that’s focused on college/career 

readiness. We also offer: 

 Leading-edge technology 
 Interactive white boards 
 Chromebooks and iPads in every classroom 
 Reading buddies and mentoring programs 
 Online parent-student/classroom info 
 Guided Reading/Accelerated Reader/Raz 

Kids programs/IXL Math 
 Journeys curriculum 
 Math Expressions curriculum 
 National Geographic-based science classes 

 

About our Services 
 

Yake Elementary School provides a complete 

special education program for those who have 

specific learning disabilities or challenges. 

Other activities include the Response to 

Intervention (RTI) Program and a full time 

social worker. 

 

To learn how we can prepare your 

student for a world of possibilities, 

contact us at 734.692.2230. 


