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The World of Secondary Transitions
Topics to Cover:

● What is transition planning and who does it involve?

● Post-Secondary programming options/services for students with disabilities

Michigan Developmental Disabilities Institute - Wayne State University

● Secondary programming options for students with disabilities 

● Components of a quality and compliant transition plan and IEP

https://ddi.wayne.edu/


What is Transition Planning? 

***Transition planning is the process by which the IEP team begins to plan for a 
studentʼs future after high school by using age appropriate transition assessments to 
consider the studentʼs needs, talents, interests and abilities. Specifically, the transition 
process will focus on areas such as employment, education, and independent living 
skills (when appropriate) as the foundation of the studentʼs IEP. ***

***According to IDEA 2004 (Individual with Disabilities Act), schools must begin 
planning for transition when the student reaches 16 years of age (within the IEP year). 
The WBSD has adopted the approach of beginning this process (formally) at 14 years of 
age. Beginning earlier allows staff to place more of a meaningful emphasis on 
scheduling between PHMS and WHS.



Transition Team Members

Who makes up the Transition Team?

**The transition team can include a variety of individuals, but cannot be 
successful without the student. Members may/must include:

● The student
● The parent/s (unless student has reached the age of majority)
● Special Education Teacher
● General Education Teacher
● Support Staff (ie. school social worker, speech pathologist, etc)
● Community agency representatives (ie. MRS, CCS, Post-Secondary rep)



The Michigan Numbers  2020-2021

Student with Disabilities 

Age/Grade Statewide Wayne RESA WBSD

All Pre-K-26** 193,627 (12.9% of 
MI student pop)

34,692 (12.7% ) 753 (13.6%)

8th grade 14, 658 2,703 40

9th-12th 54, 970 9,641 217

Ungraded (Over 18) 7,306 1,327 <10

https://www.mischooldata.org/special-education-programs-data-portraits-overview/


Planning for the Future

How can students leave us? What are the options?

—Exiting with a Certificate of Educational Achievement 

–Graduating with a diploma (with/without the use of a personal curriculum)

—Found ineligible for special education services 

—Aging Out (25-26)

—Dropping Out

**We will further explore each of the first two options, including the use of a personal 
curriculum to meet MMC requirements**

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Focus_of_Students_with_an_IEP_482098_7.pdf


The Certificate of Educational Achievement
● While the high school diploma signifies that a student has completed his/her high school 

career some students/families find this to be an unrealistic goal. In certain cases, despite 
interventions, special education supports and modifications (and/or a personal curriculum) 
the rigor and extensive requirements prevent students from meeting the standards set forth 
in the Michigan Merit Curriculum

● While the CEA is not an academic credential recognized by the State of Michigan and therefore 
has no official credit or state requirements, it does open opportunities for students that need 
further supports and services through a post-secondary educational/skills program

● Deciding whether or not to accept a diploma or continue with post-secondary services can 
often be an extremely difficult decision for families/parent to make



What is a Post-Secondary Program?

**While the term “post-secondary programs” can also include colleges/universities, we 
will use this term to refer to programs for students that are unable to meet MMC 
requirements (non-diploma) and will continue to need support after high school. 

***WBSD has  partnerships with surrounding districts that offer post-secondary 
programs for non-diploma students with a variety of disabilities and needs. To name a 
few:

**Wyandotte Public Schools

**Lincoln Park Public Schools

**Taylor Public Schools



Graduating with a Diploma

**While it is not uncommon for students with disabilities to graduate in a 5 year cohort 
or through alternative pathways, the vast majority of students with disabilities in the 
WBSD (and the State of Michigan) are able to meet MMC requirements with slight 
modifications to specific course standards and/or required courses

***Common questions: What will my childʼs future look like? Will he/she be able to meet 
the rigorous requirements set forth by the MMC? If he/she earns a high school diploma, 
what is available to them after high school?

****First, letʼs take a look at the requirements………………………………………..



Navigating The MMC for Transition-Aged Youth
The Michigan Merit Curriculum Requires 18 
credits for Graduation: 

* WBSD requires 22 Credits
**9th-12th grade ELA (4 credits)

**Alg 1, Geometry, Alg 2, 1 year Senior 
math (4 credits)

**3 credits of science including Biology, 
and Chemistry or Physics

**World History, Government, 
Economics, American History (3 
credits)

**World/Foreign Language (2 
credits)

**Health/Physical Education (1 
credit)

**5 Credits of Electives/Visual, 
Performing and/or Applied Arts



Navigating the MMC
● **What if my child can “almost” earn a diploma?

○ While many students can meet all MMC requirements, most can meet the requirements with slight modifications 
○ The use of personal curriculum is available to ALL students, however there are many more flexible options for use in 

students with disabilities. Michigan legislation states that “PC modifications must align Michigan state standards as 
practicable and must not create barriers that limit a studentʼs opportunity to be engaged in a challenging 
curriculum” 

○ The numbers:
■ 2020-2021- 11 of 44 graduating seniors earned a diploma with the use of a personal curriculum 
■ Common PC options in the WBSD include the modification of Physics or Chemistry, Algebra 2, and required 

courses that conflict with the scheduling of vocational opportunities
■ To ensure that a diploma is a meaningful achievement, the WBSD maintains a policy of fidelity and careful 

consideration as it relates to the modifications of the MMC curriculum. The extent to which a PC is utilized is a 
decision made by the IEP team and takes into account many different factors 

● How do I know if my student needs/meets eligibility for a personal curriculum?



The MMC and The EDP
In addition to specific graduation 
requirements, the MMC also requires:

“The board of a school district of shall 
ensure that each pupil is provided with the 
opportunity to develop an educational 
development plan (EDP), and that each 
pupil has developed this EDP before he or 
she begins high school”.

**The EDP is not a special education 
initiative, but rather it applies/is required 
for ALL students

What are the  elements of an EDP?

**Personal Information

**Career Goal(s)

**Educational/Training Goal(s)

**Assessment Results (Xello, PSAT, 
SAT)

**Plan of Action 



Alphabet Soup
Connecting the MMC, PC, EDP, & IEP 

Schools are required to review all PC requests if a parent/team feel that a student needs 
modifications, however they do not have to be approved. A Personal Curriculum cannot alter the 
number (#) of required credits and must be aligned with/supported by the studentʼs:

**Ability to complete MMC requirements (ie. requirements cannot be modified based on a 
studentʼs work ethic/habits)

–A course is deemed to be “too much work”

**Post-Secondary vision as identified in their EDP and Transition IEP(s)

–If a student wants to be a nurse, modifying math and science are not practical options

**Special education eligibility (IEP)

–It may be appropriate to modify an Algebra 2 requirements for a student with a math 
disability 



Elements of a Quality and Compliant Transition IEP

● State and Federal Legislation require that the following components are 
considered/addressed in all Transition IEPs:

● Was the student invited/included in the 
creation of the IEP/Transition Plan?

● If outside agencies that may provide 
transition services were invited, was 
consent obtained from the parent and/or 
student?

● If turned, or turning 18, has the student 
been notified of the transfer of majority 
rights?

● Were the post-secondary goals/vision in 
the IEP based on an updated/recent 
age-appropriate transition assessment? 
Are those goals measurable?

● Does the IEP identify steps or activities 
that can be taken to help the student 
prepare for life after high school?

● Does the IEP address goals in the area 
of education, employment and 
independent living skills?

● Does the IEP identify a realistic course 
of study? (diploma vs CEA)

● Does the IEP contain annual IEP goals 
that align with the students 
post-secondary vision and special 
education eligibility?

● For Graduation IEPs: Is a summary of 
performance included?



Life After High School

Your son or daughter is graduating, Congratulations! What is next? What can I do to help 
prepare them for the next step? The IEP team will address these questions:

● Is he/she going straight into the workforce? 
● Are there any community organizations/agencies that might be able to support my 

son/daughter? (ie. mental health/counseling services, vocational rehabilitation, 
social security)

● Is my child going to attend college? What steps do they need to take to secure 
supports and/or accommodations in college? 



Wrap-Up
**It is important to keep in mind that, although there are specific required elements, every 
student, every IEP and every transition plan will look different 

**To best support your son/daughter you should:

1) Remain an active participant of your childʼs IEP team, keep an open mind and maintain 
realistic expectations about the best pathway for your son or daughter

2) Trust that staff share your goal: Developing a plan that will help your son/daughter 
successfully transition to post-secondary life 

3) Just breathe: Remember that transition is a complex process. It does not happen 
overnight, can often be difficult to observe and does not happen within the pages of an 
IEP. Progress will be noticed when you least expect it!!

Question and Answer Time!!


