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Wayne County Parent Advisory Committee 
33500 Van Born Road 
Wayne, MI 48184-2497 

(734) 334-1625 
Fax: (734) 334-1494 

 
Kara Clarke, Chairperson Jennifer Seal, Vice-Chairperson 

Samara Wolf & Michelle Muse-Worthy, Secretary Linda MacClinton, Treasurer 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

November 11, 2021 
 

Call to Order 
Kara Clarke called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. A quorum of members was present. 

 
Members Present: - 

 
Iesha Brassell 
Dearborn Hts 7 

Joann Goree 
Detroit 

Sharene Nathan 
Detroit 

Tiffany Edmonds-Jasso 
Ecorse 

Kristin Huff 
Garden City 

Jennifer Seal 
Garden City 

Crystle Upshaw 
Lincoln Park 

Kara Clarke 
Livonia 

Michelle DeJesus 
Melvindale-Nap 

Linda MacClinton 
Redford Union 

Khalilah Montgomery 
Redford Union 

Monique Draw 
River Rouge 

Michelle Muse-Worthy 
Southgate 

Phil Czernik 
Trenton 

Kristin Bejarano 
Wayne/Westland 

Steven Bejarano 
Wayne/Westland 

Jessica Owulette 
Plymouth Scholars 

Samara Wolf 
Quest Charter 

  

 
Members Excused: James Michalik, Eileen Brandt, Helena Stephenson, Claire Brick 

 

Guests Present: Charley Hallman, Abeer Baqdalieh, Sharon Kerr, Anne Kennell, Angenetta Gholston, 
Nicole Steele, Carlene Severin (OT – Livonia Public Schools), Mike & Laura Francis, Alwishah Karima 

 
 

RESA Representatives: Vita Lusk, Regina Baker 
 
 

Dates to Remember 
Dates to Remember  

Next Meeting on December 9, 2021  
  

 

I. Approval of Agenda 
A copy of the meeting agenda was emailed and posted to the website for members in advance and 
made available at the meeting. A motion was made by Michelle DeJesus and seconded by Sharene 
Nathan to accept the agenda. Motion was supported by majority of members present. No objections 
were made. 
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Objections:     
 

II. Approval of Minutes 
A copy of the October 14, 2021, minutes was emailed and posted to the website for members in 
advance. A motion was made by Sharene Nathan and seconded by Jennifer Seal to accept the 
minutes as noted. Motion supported by majority present. No objections were made. 

 
Objections:    

 

III. Presentation: 
 

Tonight’s presentation was Behavior is Communication by Sally Burton Hoyle. See attached for details. 
 

IV. Chairperson Report – 
 

December’s Meeting – 
If there is an organization that would be willing to give their elevator speech at next month’s meeting, 
please be sure to let Kara know by this weekend in order to schedule presenters. 

 
November is National Family Caregivers Month and the theme is “Caregiving Around the Clock.” 

 
You can find the Presidential Proclamation along with several other resources for caregivers on the 
Caregiver Action Network website: https://www.caregiveraction.org/presidential-proclamation-2021 

 

Part of self-care is educating ourselves and accessing resources: 
National Alliance for Caregiving: https://www.caregiving.org 

 

MHA – Mental Health America: https://mhanational.org/national-family-caregivers-month 
 

Disability Rights of Michigan: https://www.drmich.org 
 

DRM has a wealth of information, including an advocates handbook: 
https://www.drmich.org/resources/special-education/ This handbook can be downloaded, or you can 
request a hard copy for a donation. There are additional resources on their resource page such as for 
housing and employment. 
https://www.drmich.org/resources/special-education/ 

 

Student Advocacy Center of Michigan: https://www.studentadvocacycenter.org 
The Student Advocacy Center of Michigan has an abundance of information for all students, with a 
section on special education that is very informative. 

 
Special Education Mediation Services (SEMS): https://www.mikids1st.org 
SEMS provides mediation, facilitation, and training services to help when working through 
disagreements 

https://www.caregiveraction.org/presidential-proclamation-2021
https://www.caregiving.org/
https://mhanational.org/national-family-caregivers-month
https://www.drmich.org/
https://www.drmich.org/resources/special-education/
https://www.drmich.org/resources/special-education/
https://www.studentadvocacycenter.org/
https://www.mikids1st.org/
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The top three suggestions for observing National Family Caregiver Month: 
1. Attend a caregiving workshop 
2. Download a toolkit 
3. Take a nap! 

 
Advice for caregivers – “Being the most authentic and healthy version of yourself is the only way you’re 
going to be able to be there for the ones that you love.” Manisha Learly, LMSW, Trauma Trained 
Psychotherapist. 

 
1. Self-care is a daily, lifelong practice. 
2. Remember – self-care is NOT a weakness. “When you actively take care of yourself, you 

become stronger than anyone you’ve ever seen before.” 
3. Ask your support network for assistance. “The next time someone asks if they can do something 

for you, surprise them with a YES!” 
 

Sidenote – November is also Banana Pudding Lovers Month. 
 

V. Vice Chairperson Report- Jennifer reported she will be sending out packets for the new members. If 
you are in need a packet or any paperwork, or if your contact information has changed, please contact 
Jennifer Seal (Garden City). 

 
VI. Secretary Report-   If you need business cards, please contact Samara Wolf. Please be sure to sign 

in at each meeting not just for minute purposes but also for yearend mileage reimbursement (only 
applies for in person meetings). If attending a virtual meeting, please make sure a member of the 
board knows you are present. 

 
VII. Treasurer Report – Current account balance is $2,251.30. 

 

VIII. Subcommittee Reports 
See attached for legislation update. 

 
Expulsion Prevention Legislation Summary from the Student Advocacy Center of MI 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YvKvFXuxWKijLu9cX3ggMzO3769MgaV6VPtj73YXrNU/edit 

 
 

IX.  RESA Reports – Vita Lusk spoke on behalf of Karen Howey. A summary report was provided 
regarding the critical shortage of special education teaching staff in Wayne County and across the 
state of Michigan. Critical shortage has been a primary focus for Wayne RESA and many other ISDs 
across the state 
Karen has been actively involved in a Critical Shortage Workgroup with the Special Education 
Instructional Leadership Network (SEILN) which is a special ed component of Michigan ISD 
Superintendents group. 
• SEILN recently invited Laurie VanderPloeg to join a meeting. Laurie is the former Special 

Education Director for the US Department of Education. Laurie shared information regarding 
what is being done at the Federal level and in other states to address the critical shortage. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YvKvFXuxWKijLu9cX3ggMzO3769MgaV6VPtj73YXrNU/edit
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Wayne County has also established a special education critical shortage task force which includes 
Wayne RESA staff, special education directors and human resource directors from across the county. 
• The task force will utilize the U.S. Department of Education’s initiative for attracting, preparing, 

and retaining staff 
 

Regina highlighted a program through MDE’s Low Incidence Outreach division for a free endorsement 
program teaching students who are Blind or Visually Impaired, and/or Deaf or Hard of Hearing. 
www.mdelio.org 

 

X. Member Reports 
Sharene Nathan discussed the low attendance/high absenteeism within the Detroit Public Schools 
Community District (amongst other districts). DPSCD has hired staff to verify residences and to try to 
locate students / families. 

 
 

XI. Adjournment 
A motion was made by Samara Wolf and seconded by Iesha Brassell to adjourn the meeting at 8:54 
p.m. Motion passed by majority present. No objections were made. 

. 
The next WCPAC meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 9, 2021 at 6:30pm. 
When in person, meeting are held at Wayne RESA in the Boyd’s Arthur’s Auditorium. 

http://www.mdelio.org/
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